Amman,
by car south to

4a) Madaba, city of mosaics
4b) Mount Nebo (nearby)
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MADABA &
MOUNT NEBO

I'he trip south from Amman along the 5,000-year-old Kings the Jordan Valley and the Dead Sea

Highway is one of the most memorable journeys in the Holy to the rooftops of Jerusalem and

Land, passing through a string of ancient sites. The first city Bethlehem.

you come upon is Madaba, “the City of Mosaics.” Continuing, you arrive at

Madaba’s chiet attraction — in the contemporary Greek Orthodox church Mukawer and nearby Machaerus,

of St. George — is a wonderfully vivid, sixth-century Byzantine mosaic map the hilltop stronghold of Herod the
showing Jerusalem and other holy sites. With two million pieces of coloured Great. Upon Herod's death, the
stone, and a full 25 x 5 metres in its original stare, the map depicts hills and fortress fell to Herod Antipas, and
valleys, villages and rowns, as far away as the Nile Delta. This masterpicce is it is here thar Jehn the Baptist was

beheaded.

/ unrivaled e ‘/—{:l\‘\\.‘\ A\l.\'l\

in Jordan, but there y = Southwesr of
are literally hundreds of other | Madaba are the
mosaics from the Sth through the Lt thermal mineral
7th Centuries, scattered throughout springs of Zerqa Ma'in and Zara,
| s Madaba’s churches and homes. where people have come for
r Ten minures to the west is the thermal treatments — or simpl}' to
Most fL'\’L'I‘('(l site in Jnrd;m: Nl()UHl t'llj()}' a h()( \l).lk — \inu lln' \I.l\'\ nr'
Nebo, the memorial of Moses. the Rome. What better way to end a
presumed site of the prophet’s day immersed in history than in a
death and burial place. A small, wonderful, narurally warm barh?
square church was builr on the
spot by early Byzantine
Christians, and later expanded
Into a vast complex. Sixty years of
excavation reveal a basilica-
church and a | cluster of
monastic buildings. From a
platform in front of the church you

take in a l\:c.llhi.ll\ing VIEW aCToss




HOW TO GET THERE

By car or taxi: For the fastest tnp, take the
\irport Road dire 10 Madaba: for a more
scenic approach, use the King’s Highway. Madaba

I8 33Km from Amau

WHAT TO SEE

The Tourist Office in the centre of the aty s a
good place to orient yourself for 2 visit to Madaha
Hours 8:00- 1400 except Fr

St George's Church with iy famous mosac
floor map, opposite the Tourist Office, is of course
the star attraction, but dont forget the other
worthwhile sites

Madaba Archacological Museum T(05)
3241056. Hours 9:00-17:00 Opens daily
Admission 2 D

Church of the Apostles with more stunning
MOSILCS,

Franciscan Church at Mount Nebo wlso displns

beatiful mosaics

WHERE TO EAT

Haret Jududnah =(035) 3248650
El-Cardo =(05) 32510006
Mt Mussa Restaurant(Syaga) =(05) 3250220

WHERE TO STAY

Mercure Hotel **w» Zerga Main

=(03) 3295500 Fax (05)3245550

142 rooms. Indoor and natural outdoor hot
pools, swimming pool and therapeutic
services.

OTHER DESTINATIONS

Madaba makes an ideal day trip from Amman,
and can be comfortably combined with « visit 1o
nearbv Mount Nebo and Machaerus. Include a
soak i the spa and dinner at Zerga Ma'in for 4
full day's worth

For a longer, more scenic trip, tike in the
Crusader fort of Kerak. See the section on
Crusader Forts in this brochure

Allermatively, make Madaba your first stop on
a King's Highway journey ending at Petrar, Wadi
Rum or even Agaba!
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