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WADI RUM &
THE DESERT VISTAS

Vast, echoing and God-like — these are the words T.E. Lawrence  springtime, when rains bring the greening
| used 1n describing Wadi Rum. It is the largest and most of the hills and an explosion of 2,000
8 magnificent of Jordan’s desert landscapes, bur by no means the species of wildflower. Red anemones,

- 1 4 . - 1 . . ’
 only one. Jordan is crisscrossed with countless valleys of poppies and the striking black iris, Jordan's

stunning beauty, from the knife-edged dunes of Wadi Arabah rothe Wadi nartional flower, grow at will by the

Mujib, a wildlife reserve and Jordan’s answer to the Grand Canyon. ide and in more quict reaches.
There are many ways o experience Jordan’s fragile, unspoiled desert retreats.

Serious trekkers will be drawn to Wadi Rum, with challenging climbs some

[DANA

1750 metres high, while casual hikers can also enjoy an easy course through the I'his enchanting
Yo ul s and ¢ A .>A ' ; .'.Z. srnen ooF . e . ’ i
colourful hills and canyons. Tourists with a high sense of adventure will want small village nestles

to try hot air ballooning over Rum. Those of a calm disposition will probably :
: TS " I VERT R e amnaati il P . I\ at the foot of a cliff

preter a camel ride or a night under the stars in a Bedouin renr. .
; S ) ) overlooking a
Relartively few of Jordan’s . ;
A PR magnithicent view ol
Bedouin still follow . B '
o0 a wadi (dry river valley). The Roval Society
the ways of their ‘ ’ ’ ‘

or the Conservation of N: + I8 setting up 4
ANCESTors. l\((l\'( | I hL s 1t1o1 nure | Lll"l: ll} |

have sactlec i narure reserve in Dana to study local flora

cities and towns and fauna. Field guides are available. Hiking
and are . trails are open, and field guides will
found in lead tours in the early morning and in
every walk of the evening,
life. Yet low : - & Recent surveys of the Dana area
shung black . — have produced some very exciring

e s ; g
rents and pack results. Nearly 600 species of plants,

camels 200 repuiles and mammals, and more than

have not e . - oo
e 150 species of bird have been identified

vanished from
some of them never before recorded in

the landscape, / e =, 2
Jordan. Of the species found, some 45 are
and many : : , 4
! considered to be in serious global decline or

travellers find &

| threatened with extinction. This alone
a shared

i o confirms the reserve’s importance in helping

coffee with conserve the world’s
rradirional dwindling wildlife
desert populations.
Bedouin to Among the most
be their interesting animals the
most surveys have uncovered
memorable is Blandford’s fox, a tiny
experience. and beautiful creature |

Naturalists wi ‘ ; g
- ts will hitherto unknown in

be drawn ro the desert in




Jordan. Many rare birds have been

WIHAT ’I'O SEE A hathroom and kitchen are avaikable, but the

recorded, including the magnificent . Kitchen 15 not equipped for cooking, The water is

black Verreux's Fagle. normally First and foremost, come 1o Wadi Rum to drinkable, aithough not cold, There is a place for

experience the desert itsell. Wadi Rum is the barbecuing. To make a reservation, contact the
victure of sandy desert, with sandstone . RSCN =533793172 fax 5347411

Serrin, a finch native to the Middle jebels (hills) rising sheer out of the

found nn]_\ in Africa; and the )_\'ri.m

East. Dana is thoughrt to have morc valley floor. They tower over 2
- small Bedouin encampment
| which includes the Desert
of the known -] : Patrol Fort. The men of

the Desent ol are 4

than 90 percent L2y

breeding
3 X spectacle  in  themselves
population of X traditionally dressed or in khaki
Serrin. . uniform, many still ride camels

The ruined 1st-Century Nabataean Temple s

a fine example of this fiscinating people’s archi

HOW TO GET THERE tecture

Wadi Rum makes a perfect combination before or
alter a visit 10 Petra
By road: From Amman, head south on the
Desert Highway or more scenic Kings Highwan
Allow around four hours for the journey. From
Aqabt, head north — the journey time is less than
ine hour Dana Nature Reserve 5337931 fax
A the Wadi Rum Resthouse, you can hire 2 5347411 is on the way to Wadi Rum
four-wheel drve vehicle to explore the area, Or -
for the more adveniu hire a camel: Is ~ O y
casier than you may think, and surprisingl WHERE TO STAY & EAT
comfortable!
There is no public transportation into Wadi Preserving the pristine wilderness, there are no
Rum hotels in Wadi Rum itself, but Petra and Agaba
make pood bases from which o explore
For Dang, take the King's Higlhway south from desen

Kerak

e Government Resthouse offers the onky
restanrant in Wadi Rum, and there is a smull
general store beyond the Desert Patrol Fort. This is
also the place 1o find a guide to help you explore
the desert safel

Camping is permitted (for a fee) in the grounds
of the Government Resthouse, which also provides
showers and luggage storage. Note that desert
nights are cold, even in summer

Camping 15 also permitied in the Dana reserve
and the Roval Society for the Conservation of
Nature cun provide pillows, blankets, mattresses

and tents









